

Children’s Guide to Visiting 
Channings Wood 

The visitor Centre…
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This is the Channings Wood visitor centre. This is where you will wait until it is time to see the person you have come to visit. There are some toys and things to draw with in the visit centre.
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Going into your visit…

When it is time for your visit you will go across to the visiting hall. You might see some special dogs working. They are very friendly and sniff all the people who come into Channings Wood.
[image: C:\Users\aimee.derrick\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\FXUJQICF\0312_Black_Labrador_IMG_9766[1].jpg]






You will see some of the people who work at Channings Wood; they wear uniforms and have keys. They have to check everyone who comes into a visit to make sure that they haven’t got things on them that aren’t allowed to bring in to the visit. The staff’s job is to look after all the people in Channings Wood. Once your family have been checked you will go into the visit hall.
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The visit hall…
The visit hall is where you will see the person you are visiting. It is a big room with lots of tables and chairs in it. When you arrive in the visit hall your family will be told what table you can sit at. 

The visit hall at Channings Wood looks like this…
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[image: cid:CD7164C9C58EF247A4E4244B6A92C822@hmps.gsi.gov.uk]The person you are visiting will have to stay sat in their seat but you don’t have to. There is a canteen where you and your family can get food and drink and there are toilets for you to use. There is a play area in the visit hall with toys and games.

The staff will tell you when it is the end of the visit and then you will say goodbye with a big hug. It’s ok if you feel sad after the visit. Remember that you can always talk to the person you visited by phone or send them a letter. 
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Here are some ideas of things you might like to do when you are at home…

· Write a short daily or weekly diary of the things you would like to tell your loved one when you speak to them next. Maybe you heard a funny joke at school you would like to tell them or maybe you got a sticker at school for being helpful. 

· Make a memory box. You can fill it with all the things that help you remember your loved one, things like photos or letter from them. 

· Write a letter, draw a picture or print a photo to send to your loved one. 
Here are some photos of other parts of Channings Wood

The buildings where the people at Channings Wood live are sometimes called ‘Living Blocks’. Each Living Block has bedrooms, shower rooms, games rooms, and an eating area. 
	

Here is a picture of a Living Block
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In their rooms people can have TV’s, games consoles and books. Lots of the people at Channings Wood decorate their rooms with pictures of people they love. 
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People at Channings Wood have jobs doing things like gardening, making furniture, fixing broken things and cleaning the buildings. Here are some photos of the gardens area of Channings Wood where the plants and ponds are [image: Home Garden project - Free Tip Sites - Arbtalk | The Social Network For  Arborists][image: Winter Pond Maintenance Tips - Get Your Pond Ready for Winter]looked after. 
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Did you know…… we even have our own bee hives!! Bees are really special and need protecting as they help our crops grow and make lovely honey. We need to wear special suits to make sure they don’t sting us when we collect the honey.
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There is an education campus at Channings Wood where people can learn things like Maths, English and Computing Skills. There are also libraries where people can borrow books, play board games or read the paper. 
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There are lots of other places in Channings Wood like a hair dressers, a chapel and Story Book Dads where dads can record reading stories, take pictures to send in a nice frame and can dress up and make videos to send to their children. 

[image: C:\Users\yqn23t\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\prisoner editors  from back.jpg]

[image: C:\Users\yqn23t\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Reader_2.jpg]

[image: C:\Users\yqn23t\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\Picture frames activity currently offered in workshop.jpg]
[image: U:\Documents\Pictures\friends.png]
If you are not happy with your visiting experience you can write this down and put it into the white complaint box in the visits centre. This box is emptied by the Pact workers and they will look into resolving the issue.
 
We hope you have found this guide helpful, please remember that we are here to answer any questions that you may have, and if you need anyone to talk to, we will always make time for you.

If you have more questions about the visiting process at Channings Wood please contact the PACT workers at… ChanningsWood@prisonadvice.org.uk

or email the Channings Wood Friends and Family email address at Family_strategy@justice.gov.uk

Turn over for some fun games and colouring!!

Activity - Colouring
If you don’t have coloured pencils, try using different shades of grey.
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Activity - Maze
Do I turn left or right at the start?!
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Activity - Word Search

                                  Can you find all these coffee-related words in the coffee cup grid?
[image: ]Aroma 
Beverage 
Brewed 
Caffeine 
Cappuccino 
Chicory 
Coffee 
Columbia 
Cream 
Decaf                        
Drink                         
Drip                           
Espresso  
Fair trade 
Filter 
French press 
French vanilla 
Frothy 
Grind 
Half and half 
Hazelnut                 
Hot                            
Iced 
Instant 
Latte 
Milk 
Mug
Organic 			Swallow
Percola 			Turkish
Rasst 			Thermos
Sip 				Whipped
Spoon 			Whole bean
Stir						
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